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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST DRAFT RESOLUTION ON S8OUTH AFRICA

ckgqround Information:

(wcc) and the SACC, meeting ;n

stated that "Under the apartheid
/stem, government and business systematically deformed the
onomy . Today South Africa has one of the most upqual
istributions of income and wealth in the world, a shrinking
~onomy in which only half of the work force can find ?ormal
nployment, high costs, gross over concentration of ownership and

arkets, and corrupt management."

le World Council of Churches
-recht, Holland on June 12, 1993,

d that "the sobering reality is
+ural distortions will regquire
democratic government, its
ional community."

t Utrecht, the WCC and SACC state
hat the correction of these struc
ears of cooperation between the new
artners in civil society and the internat

es of Christ) has consistently opposed
e struggling to end this system, and
oted in its 1983 General Assembly (Res. 8329) to urge "all general
dministrative units, institutions, regions and congregations of
he Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to establish by 1985 a
rocess for divestment from their investment portfolios all shares
f stock of companies continuing to do substantial business 1n

outh Africa."

he Christian Church (Discipl
partheid, sought to aid thos

the Christian Church (Disciples of
hrist) voted (Res. 8945) to "strongly urge(s) the institutions,
nd regions, which have not yet taken positive action (on
ivestment), to reconsider prudent sale of stock held...in U.S.
ompanies still doing major business in South Africa."

t the 1989 General Assembly,

HEREAS, we celebrate the June 1993 multi-party agreement that
.stablished a date for South African elections on April 27, 1994;

\nd

JHEREAS, we rejoice in the victories of the democratic forces in
south Africa - victories which have placed the country, in the
yords of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, "on the threshold of becoming a
jemocratic, non-racial, non-sexist country"; and

JHEREAS, we celebrate the role that millions of people around the
vorld, here }n the United States and Canada, and in our churches
nave played in the South African struggle for freedom and justice;

and

ngREAS, we highlight .the important role that sanctions and
dlvestmeny have played in accelerating the process of change in
South Africa; and
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WHEREAS, the African National Congress (ANC) and our partner
institution, the South African Council of Churches (SACC),_plan.to
call for the lifting of sanctions and the end%ng of other flnanc;al
Pressures once a Transitional Executive Council (TEC), representing
all of the major political actors in the country, has been
established; and

WHEREAS, we know that the establishment of a TEC will npt'equgl the
arrival of democracy, as only elections and equal par§1c1patlon of
all South Africa‘s citizens at all levels of society will guarantee
this; and

VHEREAS, the setting of an election date and the establishment of
3 TEC will be a great initial victory for democratic forces; and

THEREAS, this victory is significant, apartheid.has nevertheless
left a terrible legacy in South and Southern Africa.

'"HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Asgembly of ?he
hristian Church (Disciples of Christ), meeting in St: Louis,
lissouri, July 15-20, 1993, will consider its sanctlops. and
ivestment campaigns to have come to an end once a Trangltlonal
xXecutive Council (TEC) has been established in South Africa.

anctions and divestment pressures on military materials will
emain in effect until a democratic government is in place.

E IT FURTHER IT RESOLVED, that the Christian Church (Disciples of
hrist) will continue to support the SACC’s and the ANC’s efforts
O secure multi-party control of the South African security forces;

E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that once there is a TEC, the Christian
wurch (Disciples of Christ) General Assembly will:

be in solidarity with the peoples of South Africa by
lpporting the building of a just, democratic, non-racist, non-
2Xist and sustainable South Africa;

adhere to the WCC'’s and SACC’s "call for new investment and
d for the entire southern African region which will help meet
is challenge" for change;

in the words of the WCC and sacc, "encourage businesses to
are creatively and responsibly in the reconstruction process" of
uth Africa;

support the Sacc’s efforts to develop an effective code of
nduct for domestic and international businesses, with monitoring
d enforcement mechanisms; and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that until the sacc’s code of conduct for
vestment has been developed, the Christian Church (Disciples of
“1st) General Assembly calls on all present and future investors
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south Africa to invest only in corporations doing business 1n
h Africa which uphold workers’ rights; recognize representative
ns and the right to collectively bargain and stpike; end.all
s of racial, gender, political, religious and physical handicap
rimination; engage in environmentally responsible investment;
st in developing the productive capacities of all _South
cans; uphold standards comparable to the best conditions in the
.vant sector of the economy; and work toward the empowerment of

can owned businesses.
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Reference and Counsel recommends that the General Assembly
PT Business Item No. 9341. (Debate time 12 minutes)



